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LETTERS 


RAPPING SI 
Dear Huskers: 

After reading the scurrilous article in 
the May 6 issue of Sports Illustrated, | 
am furious. They ran down Tom Osborne 
and the Nebraska football program. This 
follows a similar article they ran last fall 
after the Colorado game in which they 
also criticized Osborne, Nebraska foot- 
ball and even Nebraska weather. 

Why does Sports Illustrated have this 
vendetta against the Cornhuskers? What 
is Osborne guilty of? He lost three games 
last year, one to the same Colorado team 
we lost to, but they got no such attack. 
Nebraska lost to Colorado and Georgia 
Tech, the teams ranked No. | and 2 in 
the country. We were the only ones to 
play the top two teams. 

If any reporter from Sports Illus- 
trated showed up in my locker room 
wanting an interview, I’d make sure he 
got a good dousing in the shower to 
cleanse his mind and body of such un- 
clean, vicious thoughts. 

To the dismay of Sports Illustrated, | 
predict the Huskers and Coach Osborne 
will have another good year in 1991, 
will go to a bowl and be ranked in the 
Top 10. 


James R. Leffler 
Richmond, Texas 


Dear Huskers: 
After reading the article on 
Nebraska’s football program in Sports 


Illustrated, | can’t help but wonder if 


this was written to intentionally under- 
mine Husker football. S/ has never liked 
the Huskers. They resent the fact that a 
school in such a small media market can 
actually be as good as other teams in 
larger markets. This, no doubt, has to do 
with the financial considerations of S/ 
(magazine sales). 

The Huskers are constantly being 
judged on a different scale than other 
teams, without the critics even ac- 
knowledging this fact. S/’s publishing 
of Nebraska's seemingly dismal pass- 
ing statistics, while not even mention- 
ing their overall offensive success is 
totally irresponsible; their inference that 
Nebraska was only successful because 
of rampant steroid use (the program was 
thoroughly investigated forthis and other 
wrongdoings and was found to be com- 
pletely clean) is a blatant attempt to 
“shape” the story not towards reality, 
but rather towards the way S/ wanted it 


to be perceived. 

I hope that Tom Osborne reads this 
letter so he will know that not everyone 
is buying this baloney coming out of the 
national media, that the Huskers are a 
second-rate program with a need to 
drastically change this offensive phi- 
losophy. 

S/ must understand that players like 
Turner Gill and Dave Rimington are 
special players that don’t come with 
every recruiting class, and Nebraska has 
continued to win even without super- 
stars every year. The Huskers get the 
most out of every player and, if judged 
by the same standards as other schools, 
S/ would have no choice but to consider 
Nebraska’s success remarkable. Go Big 
Red! 

Robert Wilson 
Glendale, Ariz. 


ONWARD, UPWARD 
Dear Huskers: 

I probably speak for other Husker 
fans when I say that I can’t wait for the 
season to start and for the showdown in 
Boulder on November 2. 1 know I can’t 
wait for the big game and I think this is 
the year for our Huskers to go all the 
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way. 

I have great respect for the Nebraska 
program and I know that the Huskers 
can finally bring Coach Osborne a na- 
tional title. We have many great players 
going into this season in Tom Haase, 
Derek Brown, Johnny Mitchell. And 
let’s not forget the Black Shirts. Travis 
Hill, Pat Engelbert and Mike Petko will 
lead this year’s edition of the defense. I 
can’t wait for the Huskers to end the 
drought of Big Eight and national titles 
by bringing both home this season. 

Every Husker fan should be proud of 
our football team and Tom Osborne. 
He’s my top coach. 

Go Big Red! Beat Colorado. I’m sick 
of these so-called long-time CU fans 
rubbing it in. 

I'm looking for the following VHS 
games: 

1987 at Colorado 

1987 Oklahoma 

If anyone has these games, please let 
me know. 

Ty Bourne 
1104 Widefield Drive 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 80911 


INTERNATIONAL FAN 
Dear Huskers: 

First of all, let me state that I enjoy 
your magazine very much. As I ama 
member of the Air Force and have been 
stationed overseas for the past six years, 
Huskers Hlustrated has been my only 
true link with Nebraska football. 

I am writing to you about two 
separate matters. First, [recently signed 
up foran AT&T calling card called “The 
Big Red Calling Card.” The card is 
offered by The Big Red Network out of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. My question is: Is this 
a legitimate company and does the 
money that my bill says is to be donated 
to the Nebraska football program reach 
the program? If the answer is yes, it 
sounds like a great way to make some 
extra money for the Huskers. 

Secondly, I will be leaving the mili- 
tary and returning to Nebraska this 
summer. I would like information about 
season tickets for Nebraska football 
games, but I have no idea who to con- 
tact. Could you please help me out? 
Thank you for your help. 

Danny J. Willets 
Lexington, Neb. 


Danny: The Big Red Network to our 
knowledge is a legitimate company. You 
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LETTERS 


will have to contact the company directly 
regarding their contributions to the 
University of Nebraska. HI can make no 
endorsements concerning this. As for 
season tickets, your best bet isto contact 
the Nebraska Ticket Office at (402) 472- 
BITE: 


MATTERS TO PONDER 
Dear Huskers: 

I really enjoyed the preseason an- 
nual. It took my mind off of the muggy 
days we've been having since May. Your 
coverage of the league is very good. Can 
the Cornhuskers recover from the mal- 
aise of last November? That game with 
Washington will be the key to the sea- 
son. If they win that one, then they can 
enter Big Eight play with much confi- 
dence. The Huskies have a very fine 
team and they are well coached. The 
game could pay huge dividends at 
Colorado and against OU in Lincoln. 

I was alarmed at the article called 
“Conference Shuffle.” [f Colorado, OU, 
BYU and Texas join the Pacific 10, 
there would be no way that Oregon 
State, Oregon and Washington State 
would be able to compete with these 
powers in football every year. A great 
academic institution like Stanford may 
have to compromise some of its tough 
academic standards if it wants to survive 
in an enlarged league. The Big West, 
which just lost Fresno State to the WAC, 
would really be hurt. They already lack 
television exposure. An expanded Pa- 
cific 10 or the Big Pacific would only 
make it worse. 

If Texas and Texas A&M join the 
Pacific 10, Big Ten or SEC, then the 
SWC would be heading for the last 
roundup as far as football is concerned. 
That league would have no big-time TV 
teams. IfOU and Oklahoma State joined 
that league, it could help just a bit. 

Nobody talked about the “domino 
effect.” When some metro schools left 
to join a few other leagues, that league 
had to take some Sun Belt members. 
The Sun Belt Conference, which had 
fairly decent basketball and baseball 
teams, died this spring. If Colorado, OU 
and Nebraska all left the Big Eight, then 
there would be no “TV teams” for the 
league in football — a very important 
consideration in this crazy and some- 
times greedy realignmentracket. Would 
ABC or CBS want to come to Manhat- 
tan for a football game? Could the Big 
Eight also go under without the Big 
Three? I write to you as one who is 
deeply concerned about intercollegiate 


sports. 
George R. Rosner 
Schenectady, NY 


HURRAH, HAASE 
Dear Huskers: 

It is obvious that if Nebraska is dedi- 
cated to being more “efficient” in the 
passing game, it needs to put in the most 
efficient passer — Tom Haase. | know 
that Mickey Joseph finished the season 
with the highest efficiency rating in the 
conterence last season, but what are we 
basing that on? Certainly not the amount 
of passes thrown. 

I think that Mickey is the greatest 
option quarterback that Nebraska has 
ever had. He hasn treally had the chance 
to prove it, but you can just tell. Butif we 
are talking pure efficiency based on 
attempts versus completions, 14 of 21 
for 201 yards (Haase against Georgia 
Tech) is pretty impressive. 

[really think Tom Haase is the key to 
this year’s success. With all of the super 
young men that the Huskers have at 
wide receiver, running back and split 
end, anyone who can get the ball to them 
would prove to be a worthy quarterback. 


I say take a chance: Let Derek Brown do 
the running and Johnny Mitchell, Jon 
Bostick and Tyrone Hughes do the work 
through the air. 

Buta quarterback that probably would 
have expected to play a backup role 
(Haase) would play more relaxed with- 
out the publicity and all surrounding his 
background. Haase has nothing to lose 
and everything to gain. He has quality 
players and depth that will make every- 
thing he does seem “matter of fact.” 

Execution is what it comes down to. 
Haase has shown that he can execute 
and do it well. His 4.74 speed in the 40 
is a moot point. His arm, however, is 
not. 

Mark R. Clark 
Ft. Sill, Okla. 


We want to read your comments and 
answer your questions, Please send 
them to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lin- 
coln, Neb., 68501. Also, help us add to 
the subscriber involvement. Send pho- 
tos (no polaroids) of your favorite 
Husker fan; he or she may just end up 
in print, @ 
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State of the Huskers 


by Mike Babcock 


10 Reasons 


for Optimism 
| in 1991 


The consensus among college foot- 
ball magazines is that Nebraska will be 
down a little this season. National pub- 
lications invariably place the Corn- 
huskers in the bottom half of their pre- 
season Top 20s. 

Nebraska didn’t even crack the pre- 
season Top 20 in our 1991 college 
football yearbook; HI placed the 
Cornhuskers 12th. 

Three losses in the final four games 
last season, compounded by lopsided 
scores against Oklahoma and Georgia 
Tech in the Florida Citrus Bowl, appar- 
ently cost Nebraska some 
national respect. 
Certainly, major 
questions must be 
answered. Still, 
there are many rea- 
sons for optimism as 
Nebraska prepares 
for the 1991 season. 

Here, in no particu- 
lar order, are 10. 

Bigger, stronger 
offensive line... 

Bigger is again 
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better in Nebraska's offensive line. Not 
long ago, the Cornhuskers looked for 
speed and quickness first when recruit- 
ing offensive linemen because those 
qualities characterized college defenses. 
But size and strength have become 
important once again. 

Nebraska's offensive line will re- 
flect that philosophy, 

Among the Cornhuskers’ top line- 
men are Erik Wiegert, 6-foot-4, 285; 
Dave Jensen, 6-5, 290; Will Shields, 6- 
2, 292; Brian Boerboom, 6-7, 295; and 

swing tackle Ray Reifenrath, 6- 
6, 300. 
Where's the beef? 
Obviously, up-front. 
The line will be rela- 
tively inexperienced. 
Shields and Boerboom are 
the only returning start- 
ers. But it won't get 
pushed around the way 
it did in last season’s 
loss against Colorado. 
The Buffaloes con- 
tained Nebraska's option at- 
tack, forcing the Cornhuskers to run 


inside the tackles, where noseguard Joel 
Steed was waiting. Nebraska tried to 
block the 6-2, 280-pound Steed with 
guards and centers who were 20 to 40 
pounds lighter. 

The results were predictable. 

Outstanding outside linebackers... 

David White and Trev Alberts 
missed spring practice while shoulder 
injuries healed. In their absence, some 
young outside linebackers gained valu- 
able experience working with the first 
team, Now, Nebraska has quality and 
depth. 

Travis Hill has shown the ability to 
contend for post-season honors, and 
not just at the conference level. 

Opponents should again have prob- 
lems getting outside on Nebraska. The 
departure of Mike Croel to the National 
Football League hasn’t left the Corn- 
huskers devoid of athletic outside line- 
backers. 

Croel, Jeff Mills, Broderick Tho- 
mas. The tradition continues. 

Considerable depth at I-back... 

Regardless of the status of Leodis 
Flowers, who left the team near the end 
of spring practice for undisclosed per- 
sonal reasons, Nebraska will be well- 
stocked at I-back. 

Derek Brown showed during the 
spring that he’s ready to emerge as one 
of the best running backs in the Big 
Eight, ifnot the country. Scott Baldwin 
wasn't tried at fullback in spring prac- 
tice because of an inability to play I- 


reason 
number 
two — 
line- 
backer 
Travis 
Hill. 


_ _ 


back. George Achola probably could 
be a regular on most other conference 
teams. And Calvin Jones is ready to 
play after redshirting as a freshman. 

The problem running backs coach 
Frank Solich faces is keeping them all 
happy. Solich probably would be will- 
ing to deal with such a problem every 
season. He has a uniquely talented 
group, even without the Big Eight’s 
third-leading rusher of a year ago. 

Mickey Joseph, healthy again... 

One national magazine said Ne- 
braska can’t win the Big Eight champi- 
onship without Joseph. Quoting: “With 
the exception of the secondary, the 
Huskers are stronger at every position 
on the field this year. But without Jo- 
seph, forget it.” 

That's an extreme opinion. Still, it 
underscores the value of the senior from 
Marrero, La. Joseph has been criticized 
for his passing. But the embarrassment 
of last season didn’t occur until after 
Joseph was run into the bench at Okla- 
homa. 

The loss against eventual national 
champion Colorado in which Joseph 
played was disappointing but hardly 
embarrassing. Things might have been 
different against Oklahoma and Geor- 
gia Tech if Joseph had been healthy. 
Certainly, the final scores of those two 
games indicated a defensive break- 
down. But offense and defense are in- 
separable. 

Tom Haase, experienced... 

From adversity came a positive. 
Haase gained valuable experience 
coming off the bench in the Florida 


Citrus Bowl to com- 
plete 14-of-21 passes 
for 209 yards and two 
touchdowns. Those 
numbers are even more 
remarkable consider- 
ing Haase’s limited 
playing time to that 
point and the circum- 
stances he faced. The 
pressure was consider- 
able. 

Even if he doesn’t 
win the starting job in 
fall camp, his influence 
will be felt. He’ll push 
Joseph and the other 
quarterbacks to per- 
form their best. And 
he'll be prepared to 
play if the opportunity 
arises. 

Coach Tom Os- 
borne has enough con- 
fidence in Haase, as 
well as Joseph, to red- 
shirt Mike Grant if 
Grant can’t win the 
starting job in the fall. 

Johnny Mitchell, 
Nate Turner, Jon Bostick, Tyrone 
Hughes, et. al., running open down 
field... 

It’s ironic that a run-oriented pro- 
gram such as Nebraska’s could recruit 
an outstanding group of receivers. But 
the Cornhuskers have that element of 
passing success in abundance. 

Osborne has indicated that achiev- 
ing a better balance between run and 


Part of reason number 
two — lineman Brian 
Boerboom...(lower) part 
of reason number three, 
Derek Brown adds 
considerable depth at I- 
back, even with absence 
of Flowers. 


pass is a priority. If the quarterback has 
time and can throw the ball with some 
degree of accuracy, there are plenty of 
Cornhuskers ready to catch it. And not 
only that; several are game-breakers. 
Sull, don’t expect Nebraska to get 
carried away throwing passes. The 
Cornhuskers will throw to the extent 
that their chances of getting the ball in 
the end zone are enhanced. In other 
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State of the Huskers 


words, Nebraska’s passing game could 
be much improved this season — and it 
figures to be — without a significant 
increase in the number of passes the 
Cornhuskers attempt. 

Seniors on defense... 

Although the defense is young and 
relatively inexperienced overall, Ne- 
braska has some seniors capable of 
providing leadership and direction, not 
only by what they do but also with their 
attitudes, 

The character of a defense is shaped 
by many factors. Middle guard Pat 
Engelbert, tackle Brian Brown, inside 
linebacker Mike Petko and cornerback 


Tyrone Legette figure to influence the 
character of the Cornhuskers’ defense. 
Solid non-conference schedule... 
Nebraska was criticized last season 
for its schedule in general and its non- 
conference schedule in particular. 
Nothing can be done about weak con- 
ference opponents, but the Cornhusk- 
ers will have more challenging non- 
conference opponents this season. 
Nebraska should be well-tested by 
the time it opens Big Eight play against 
Oklahoma State in Stillwater Oct. 12. 
Washington, which comes to Me- 
morial Stadium on Sept. 21, is regarded 
as a national championship contender, 


Reason number four — a 
talented group of receivers; 
Tyrone Hughes is one of them. 


although a knee injury to quarterback 
Mark Brunell has tempered the Hus- 
kies’ hopes. 

Nebraska also will be tested on the 
road before conference play, against 
Arizona State in Tempe on Sept. 28. 
The Sun Devils are projected in the 
bottom half of the Pac-10, but they 
figure to be better than any of the Corn- 
huskers’ 1990 non-conference oppo- 
nents except Baylor. And they'll be 
playing at home, in a stadium where 
Nebraska has experienced a consider- 
able amount of frustration in recent 
years. 

The Cornhuskers’ late-season losses 
a year ago were blamed, in part, on the 
poor competition they faced early on. 
That shouldn’t be a problem this year. 

Colorado, Oklahoma 

How can Nebraska’s Big Eight ri- 
vals be considered reasons for opti- 
mism going into the season? It’s simple. 
The Buffaloes and Sooners have just as 
many uncertainties. 

None of the three is a clear-cut fa- 
vorite to win the conference champion- 
ship. Colorado has the emotional mo- 
mentum of two consecutive Big Eight 
titles and a national championship. But 
the Buffaloes’ losses both offensively 
and defensively were considerable. The 
uncertain status of quarterback Darian 
Hagan is of particular concern. There’s 
plenty of talent in Boulder. Colorado 
has recruited well in recent years. But 
the Buffaloes are untested for the most 
part. 

Oklahoma is again eligible to repre- 
sent the Big Eight in the Orange Bowl, 
and the Sooners gave Nebraska a sound 
thrashing in Norman last November. 
But like the Cornhuskers, Oklahoma is 
inexperienced in its offensive and de- 
fensive lines. The Sooners would seem 
to be more settled at quarterback than 
either Colorado or Nebraska, but they 
might not have quite the quality of 
offensive skill players elsewhere. 

Less pressure than usual... 

The Cornhuskers are a long way 
from becoming underdog, but fan ex- 
pectations should be a little more real- 
istic this season given the studied opin- 
ions of national experts. Usually, it’s 
better to work up in the ratings than to 
start near the top and remain there. jg 
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Husker Hoops 


by Mike Babcock 


WINNING IS GREAT, 
LETS KEEP IT THAT WAY 


And the circumstances will be right for him to awaken. 
With the loss of three guards off last season’s 26-8 team, 
the Cornhuskers find themselves in need of the 6-foot-4 
Creswell. 

“He can flat-out shoot,’ says Nee. “He’s going to 
come off the bench firing. He’s going to be our gun.” 

Creswell’s ability as a shooter with three-point range 
has never been questioned. It has been other things, such 
as defense and ball-handling, that have kept him on the 
bench. Those things are less of a concern now because 
Creswell has matured, and he’s concentrated on correct- 
ing his deficiencies. Over the summer, “I played a lot 
more point guard, did more ball handling, more penetrat- 
ing,’ Creswell says. 

He was motivated not only by the personal drive that 
has enabled him to remain upbeat despite his personal 
lows but also by the prospect of getting another opportu- 


Coach Danny Nee (left) expects the best 
season yet of Chris Creswell (below.) 


hris Creswell spent most of his junior season on the 
bench. He played 35 minutes, total, less than one 
complete game. 

The experience was in dramatic contrast to Creswell’s 
sophomore season at Nebraska. The transfer from the 
University of California-Irvine played in 26 games, includ- 
ing four as a starter. He averaged about 14 minutes per 
game, not a lot certainly but significantly more than he 
averaged last season. 

Even so, Creswell doesn’t consider the season wasted. 
“Twas part of the winningest team in school,” he says. Plus, 
“there was a big positive in the lesson I learned. No matter 
how hard you work, you don’t always get what you want.” 

That lesson should serve him well. Despite the personal 
disappointment of last season, however, Creswell might 
still get what he wants. Coach Danny Nee expects Creswell’s 
hard work and persistence to pay off this season. 

“He’s going to have the best season he’s ever had,” Nee 
says. “I consider Chris Creswell a sleeper.” 


nity to play an important role at 
Nebraska. When he discussed 
his Cornhusker future with Nee 
following the season, “it was 
like the light at the end of the 
tunnel,” says Creswell. “Idon’t 
think I could have touched more 
bases than I have since I came 
here. I’ve run the gamut of 
emotions, you could say.” 

He redshirted, then played, 
then didn’t play. Through the 
tough times, “my teammates 
were constantly pumping me 
up, telling me I should be play- 
ing,’ he says. “I don’t know 
whether they meant it or not. 
But that’s neither here nor 
there.” 

Because of that encourage- 
ment, his confidence never 
lagged. In return, Creswell has 
confidence in his teammates. 
Even though Nebraska will have 
only 11 scholarship players — 
and 12 total, counting walkon 
guard J.F. Hoffman — the 
Cornhuskers can continue to be 
successful, Creswell says. 

“It’s not like there isn’t pres- 
sure’’ because of the numbers, 
he says. “But what last season 
did for us is, we learned how to 
in. We know what it feels like 
now, and no one has the feeling 
we're not any good. We never 
even think about two seasons 
ago,’” when the Cornhuskers 
finished with a 10-18 record. 
“Only last season. 

“We have that base, that se- 
curity. We want to win, and 
we're willing to do whatever it 
takes to win.” 

For Creswell, that meant 
playing a lot of basketball over 
the summer. He worked as a 
marketing intern in direct mail 
advertising sales, then played 


Opposite: Nebraska’s first 
ever first round NBA draft 
pick (left) — Rich King 
went to Seattle in the 

14th round. 
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in daily pick-up games at the Devaney 
Sports Center in the late afternoon. In 
addition, he played in the highly com- 
petitive ITI league in Omaha two nights 
a week. 

If Creswell doesn’t succeed this sea- 
son to the extent Nee expects, it won't 
be because he didn’t give it his best 
shot. Creswell is optimistic and enthu- 
siastic. “If I play five minutes a game, 
I'll have to feel good,” he says. “Be- 
cause that would be five more than I 
played last year.” 

Creswell’s strength is as a shooter, 
but he could find himself occasionally 
playing point guard, a position that will 


Photo: Ben Weddle 


hold a key to Nebraska’s hopes for 
success in 1991-92. 

The bulk of that responsibility will 
fall to 5-10 sophomore Jamar Johnson, 
who sat out last season after failing to 
meet freshman eligibility requirements 
under the NCAA’s Prop 48. Even 
though Johnson couldn't practice with 
the team and has been away from orga- 
nized competition fora year, “I believe 
in my heart he can do the job right 
away,” Nee says. 

Nevertheless, Nebraska will be thin 
at guard. In addition to Johnson and 
Creswell, the only other scholarship 
player listed as a guard on the Corn- 
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huskers’ summer prospectus is Michael 
Hughes. The 6-7 transfer from South- 
eastern lowa Community College has 
the ability to play both guards and small 
forward, says Nee. 

The summer prospectus doesn’t list 
a center. Nee plans to use Derrick 
Chandler, a 6-10, 245-pound transfer 
from Alvin (Texas) Community Col- 
lege, in that role. Nee is concerned 
about the lack of depth at center, but 
he’s not ready to panic. “Look at the 
rest of the (Big Eight) conference. There 
aren't going to be many (true) centers,” 
he says. 

Nebraska should be solid every- 
where else. Senior Carl Hayes is the 
only returning starter. But Dapreis 
Owens, also a senior, has the experi- 
ence of a starter, according to Nee. 
Junior transfer Patrick Hawthorne has 
proven he can play at Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College. 

Sophomores Eric Piatkowski and 
Bruce Chubick were so successful as 
redshirted freshmen that Nee probably 
will be inclined to try to redshirt most 
freshmen recruits from now on. He 
might not be able to redshirt incoming 
freshmen Terrance Badgett and Jason 
Glock, however. Numbers will be a 
consideration in that decision. 

Nee doesn’t anticipate the low num- 
bers being a serious problem, though. 
“I feel comfortable,”’ he says. “If we 
lose players with injuries, we could 
have some problems. Otherwise, 11 
can be just the right number of scholar- 
ship players...some seasons. 

“I don't think we could sustain that 
for two or three years in a row, but low 
numbers have produced some of the 
happiest teams I’ve ever coached. The 
smaller your numbers, the easier they 
are to deal with because most of them 
are going to be happy campers. It also 
can be an advantage in recruiting.”” 

Low numbers mean opportunity for 
recruits to play immediately. Nee will 
be quick to point that out. 

Finishing around the horn... 
Rich King became the first Cornhusker 
ever to be taken in the first round of the 
National Basketball Association draft 
when the Seattle SuperSonics made 
him the 14th pick overall on June 26. 

He was the third center chosen. 
Georgetown’s Dikembe Mutombo was 
the first center drafted, going to Denver 
as the fourth selection overall. New 
Mexico's Luc Longley was the second. 
He was chosen by Minnesota as the 


seventh pick overall. 

King had expected to be the draft’s 
10th pick, by Orlando. But the Magic 
took Arizona’s Brian Williams, instead. 
King said he was concerned at that 
point. But three picks later, he was able 
torelax after NBA commissioner David 
Stern announced that the SuperSonics 
had chosen him. 

King was among the collegiate 
players flown to New York City for the 
draft. 

Seattle “is a very young and up-and- 
coming team,” King said. “It’s a great 
feeling to be going there.” 

SuperSonics coach K.C. Jones said 
he was “a litte surprised” that King 
was still available after 13 picks. 
“Watching how the draft went, there 
were some guards who sneaked up 
higher, and that helped our situation.” 

King will join former Creighton 
center Benoit Benjamin with the 
SuperSonics, who finished 41-41 last 
season and took Pacific Division 
Champion Portland to the maximum 
five games in the first round of the 
playoffs. Dave Corzine and Michael 
Cage were Seattle’s other centers last 
season. 

“It's kind of a happy medium be- 
tween going somewhere like Orlando, 
where I might be thrust in and have a lot 
of pressure right away, and somewhere 
like New York, where I might get to 
peek my head out from behind Patrick 
Ewing,” said King. When Orlando 
didn’t pick him, King thought the 
Knicks might. 

Tony Farmer, who decided to skip 
his senior season of eligibility at Ne- 
braska and submit his name for the 
NBA draft, wasn’t among the 54 play- 
ers chosen during the draft’s two rounds. 
Farmer had been projected as a second- 
round pick. He plans to try out as a free 
agent with the Los Angeles Lakers. 

Prior to King’s first-round selec- 
tion, Nebraska’s highest draft picks 
were guards Stuart Lantz and Marvin 
Stewart, both of whom were chosen in 
the second round. Lantz, who's now an 
analyst and color commentator on the 
Lakers’ radio network, was taken by 
San Diego in 1968. Stewart was drafted 
by Philadelphia in 1971. 

The Cornhuskers have had three 
third-round NBA draft choices: Chuck 
Jura, by Chicago in 1972; Jerry Fort, by 
Boston in 1976; and Dave Hoppen, by 
Atlanta in 1986. Hoppen now plays 
with the Philadelphia 76ers. Ml 
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Au Sports R OUNDUP 
By Dirk Matey 


Four members of the 1990 Lincoln 
Journal-Star Super State football team 
are among 23 high school athletes who 
plan to walk on at the University of 
Nebraska this fall. 

Of the Super State athletes walking 
onat NU, three played offensive and/or 
defensive tackle in high school — Paul 
Hawley of Millard (North), Wayne 
Meylan of Elkhorn and George Neill of 
Papillion-LaVista — while the fourth, 
Matt Waggoner of Norfolk, was a 
punter. 

Meylan, by the way, is the son of the 
late Wayne Meylan Sr., an All-America 
middle guard for the Huskers in 1966 
and 1967. 

Others who intend to walk on at NU 


Nebraska’s 
Jason Kelber 
(on top) is 
only the 
fourth 
Husker to 
win an 
NCAA 
individual 
wrestling 
title, 


this fall are: Curt Brengelman, Grand 
Island; Marak Brown, Hastings; Joe 
Franz, Overland Park, Kan.; Jeff Katt, 
Lincoln (East); DeAnthony Kibble, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Todd Kreiger, Diller; 
Kevin McMindes, Omaha (Central); 
Merritt Nelson, Fremont; Chris Norris, 
Papillion-LaVista; Ed Oliver, Greeley, 
Colo.; Matt Orduna, Omaha (Brownell- 
Talbot); Roger Paul, Elgin; Brett 
Poppelwell, Lincoln (Pius X); Damon 
Schmadeke, Albion; Darren 
Schmadeke, Albion; Adam Schultze, 


Kearney; Chad Stanley, Lebanon, Kan.; 
Steve Volin, Wahoo, and Chad Young, 
Millard (South). 

In another football-related note, Ne- 
braska has agreed to play in the 1992 
Tokyo Bowl against Big Eight foe 
Kansas State. The game is set for Dec. 
6. 

On a final football-related note, 
sportscaster Bill Doleman has been 
named host of the “Big Red Play-By- 
Play Show,” which will air Tuesday 
nights this fall on the Nebraska Educa- 
tional Television Network. 

On “Big Red Play-By-Play,” 
Doleman will be joined by Husker as- 
sistant coaches and players, who will 
review films of NU’s games this fall. 


“Big Red Play-By-Play” replaces 
“Cornhusker Football,” which had been 
hosted for years by sportscaster Don 
Gill and former NU assistant coach 
John Melton. 


It was quite a year for NU wrestler 
Jason Kelber, a senior from Albion, 
Iowa. 

During the 1990-91 season, Kelber 
became just the fourth Husker ever to 
winan NCAA individual wrestling title. 

Kelber defeated Terry Brands of 
Iowa 10-5 in the finals of the NCAA 


Wrestling Championships in lowa City 
to win the title. 

To reach the finals, Kelber defeated 
Harold Zinkin of Fresno State 15-4, 
Thad Allen of Air Force 17-2, Kurt 
Howell of Clemson 10-6, and Bob 
Truby of Penn State 6-2. 

Kelber joins Mike Nissen and broth- 
ers Jim and Bill Scherr as the only 
Husker wrestlers ever to win NCAA 
individual wrestling titles. 

Nissen was the NCAA champion in 
the 123-pound weight class in 1963; 
Jim Scherr was the NCAA champion at 
177 pounds in 1984 and also in 1984, 
Bill Scherr was the NCAA champion in 
the 190-pound weight division. 

Nebraska finished seventh in the 


preliminary round of this year’s NCAA 
Men’s Gymnastics Championships 
held April 18 in State College, Pa. 

NU, coached by Francis Allen and 
Jim Howard, scored 282.2 ofa possible 
300 points in the preliminary round. It 
was NU’s highest score of the year. 
However, six teams had better scores, 
including UCLA (286.325), Oklahoma 
(285.95) and Penn State (285.65), the 
three teams which advanced to the fi- 
nals. 

In the team finals, OU scored 


18 August, 1991 


288.025 points to win the national 
championship. Penn State was second 
with 285.5 points. UCLA finished third 
with 284.825 points. 

NU fans shouldn’t be too disap- 
pointed with theirteam’s seventh-place 
finish. After all, this year’s eight-man 
Husker squad consisted of five fresh- 
men (Dennis Harrison, Sumner Dar- 
ling, Che Bowers, Burkett Powell and 
Randy Simonson) and one sophomore 
(Josh Saegert). 

In the individual finals at the NCAA 
Men's Gymnastics Championships, 
Harrison averaged 9.475 on two vaults 
to finish sixth in the event and earn All- 
America honors. 

At this year’s NCAA Women’s 
Gymnastics Championships in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., NU’s Lisa MeCrady 
tied for 24th in the all-around with 
37.925 of a possible 40 points. 
McCrady, a senior from Egan, Minn., 
competed as an at-large qualifier. Her 
scores were: 9.7 in the vault; 9.6 on the 
uneven bars; 9.675 in the floor exer- 
cise, and 8.95 on the balance beam. 

Unlike the NU men’s team, the NU 
women’s team failed to qualify for the 
NCAA Gymnastics Championships. It 
was the first time in five years that 
NU's women failed to make the 12- 
team field. 

At the NCAA Men’s Swimming 
and Diving Championships, Ne- 
braska scored nine points and finished 
in a three-way tie for 32nd place in the 
final team standings. 

NU’s top finish at the meet, held 
March 28-30 in Austin, Texas, was 
posted by the 400 freestyle relay team 
of Jan Karlsson, Ryan Bell, Nate Kinney 
and Seddon Keyter. The foursome fin- 
ished 13th in a time of 2:58.05. 

NU’s only other points of the meet 
resulted from a 16th place finish by 
Jonathan Kerr in the 400 individual 
medley. 

Atthe NCAA Women’s Swimming 
and Diving Championships held 
March 21-23 in Indianapolis, Ind., NU’s 
Amy Aarsen finished eighth in the three- 
meter diving competition with 459.75 
points. NU also gotstrong performances 
by Jenelle Garcia, who finished 14th in 
the 100 butterfly in 55.56, and Melanie 
Wirtner, who placed 14th in the 200 
butterfly. 

At the meet, NU scored 19 points 
and finished 28th in the team standings. 

Also scoring points at the meet was 


NU’s 200 freestyle relay team of Lynne 
Braddock, Mindy Matheny, Chris 
Gmeiner and Chris Frederick. The re- 
lay team finished 16th in 1:34.05. 

At the NCAA Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships held May 29- 
31 at Eugene, Ore., Nebraska, with 43 
points, placed third behind LSU (78 
points) and Texas (67) in the final 
women’s standings. 

Ximena Restrepo led the NU women 
with a first-place finish in the 400- 
meterrun. Her winning time was 51.01. 

Nebraska’s 4x400 relay team also 
finished first with a time of 3:29.87. 
The team consisted of Shanelle Porter, 
Tranquil Wilson, Kim Walker and 
Restrepo. 

Other top finishers for the women 
were turned in by Walker, third in the 
200, 22.97; Juliet Prowse, fourth in the 
5,000-meter run, 16:28.89; Denise 
Lucas, sixth in the 200-meter, 23.61: 
Fran ten Bensel, sixth in 1500-meter 
run, 4:18:27, and the 4x 100 relay team 
(Restrepo, Kwani Stewart, Lucas and 
Walker), third, 43.71. 

Top individual performance for the 
men at the NCAA meet was turned in 
by Stephen Golding, who placed third 
in the 110-meter hurdles with a time of 
13.65. 

However, Nebraska's top finish for 
the men came from the 4x400 relay 
team of Ken Waller, Mark Jackson, 
Jerry Marsee, and Tamas Molnar, which 
placed second with a time of 3:02.81 

Nebraska scored 16 points and tied 
for 15th place with Auburn in the final 
men's standings. 

In tennis, both the NU men’s and 
women’s teams finished fourth at the 
Big Eight Championships this spring in 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Oklahoma State won both the men’s 
and women’s championships. Kansas 
finished second in the men’s standings, 
with Oklahoma third. In the women’s 
standings, it was just the opposite with 
OU finishing second and KU third. 

Junior Joe Salerno led the NU men 
with a second-place finish at No. 4 
singles. The next best finish was posted 
by sophomore Anthony Kotarac, third 
at No. 6 singles. 

The best finish for the NU women’s 
team was turned in by the No. 1, 2 and 
3 doubles teams, all of which placed 
third. The No. | team consisted of Nancy 
Tyggum and Rachel Collins. The No. 2 
team was comprised of Ildiko Guba 


and Ann Flannery. NU’s No. 3 team 
was made up of Tina Coutretsis and 
Heidi Junius. 

NU’s men’s tennis team was 10-6 
overall this past spring while NU’s 
women’s tennis team was 7-6. 

In a final tennis note, NU women’s 
coach Bob Hampton resigned in May 
following his first season with the 
university. Hampton said he was unable 
to support his wife and two children 
with the $18,000 salary he made as the 
NU women’s tennis coach. 

Joanne Brooks shot a 233 and 
Stephanie Flood a 234 to help lead NU 
to a third-place team finish in the Big 
Fight Women’s Golf Championship 
held in April in Columbia, Mo. 

Brooks, ajunior from Tauranga, New 
Zealand, finished in a three-way tie for 
second place while Flood, a freshman 
from Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, tied 
for fifth-place in the individual stand- 
ings. 


Janet Kruse, U.S. Olympic 
Festival participant 
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As a team, NU shot 975 to finish 
behind first-place Oklahoma (943) and 
runner up Oklahoma State (946). 

NU, meanwhile, finished fifth at the 
Big Eight Men’s Golf Championship 
held in April in Kansas City, Mo. NU’s 
Jeff Lee and Craig Poet finished 12th 
and 13th overall with scores of 231 and 
232, respectively. 

In softball action this past spring. 
Nebraska beat 1 8th-ranked Kansas 1-0 
in its final regular season game. Ne- 
braska was 21-16 overall entering the 
Big Eight tournament. One of the high- 
lights of the season occurred on April 
25 when NU hit a school-record three 
home runs in one game to defeat Drake 
3-1. Belting home runs in the contest 
were Shae Sloan, Misti Guenther and 
Ann Halsne. 

Recruiting, overall... 

In recent months, several athletes 
have signed letters-of-intent to attend 
and compete for the University of Ne- 
braska. 


In women’s basketball — Belinda 
Bynum, a 5-foot-8 point guard from 
Kansas City, Mo., Tanya Upthegrove, 
a 5-7 guard from Cincinnati, Ohio; and 
Shauna Witherspoon, a 5-9 guard from 
Kansas City, Kan. 

In men’s gymnastics — Rick Kieffer 
from Anderson High School in Austin, 
Texas, and Richard Grace from Millard 
(South) in Omaha, Neb. Both are con- 
sidered “blue-chippers™ by Allen. Both 
are expected to compete in the all- 
around. 

In women’s gymnastics — Nicole 
Duval from Lincoln. Duval, who at- 
tended Lincoln Christian, chose NU 
over Alabama, Arizona State, Okla- 
homa and Penn State. She was the 1991 
Level 10 state all-around champion. 

In men’s tennis — Mike Garcia from 
Southeast High School in Lincoln. 
Garcia is a former state champion in 
No. | singles. Other signees include 
Andy Davis, a high school recruit from 
Scottsdale, Ariz., and Glenn Henderson 
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from MeLennan Community College 
in Waco, Texas. 

In men’s track and field — Robert 
Thomas, Metairie, La., considered the 
nation’s top triple-jumper, and Renier 
Henning, a distance runner from 
Roodepoort, South Africa. 

In women’s track and field — 
Chrystall DeNaeyer, a sprinter from 
Valentine, Neb., weight thrower 
Dagmar Pesakova of Olomove, 
Czechoslovakia, JoDee Shufelt, a dis- 
tance runner from Ballston Spa, New 
York, and Kerry Spires, a distance run- 
ner from Brentwood Park, South Af- 
rica, 

In softball — infielder Saundra 
Brown from Council Bluffs, lowa, 
pitcher Emily Mannon_ from 
Woodinville, Wash., outfielder Amy 
Offenbacker from Lincoln, pitcher Lisa 
Shandy from Nowalk, Calif., and 
pitcher Stephanie Wright from Des 
Moines, lowa. Shandy has helped lead 
the Gordon Panthers to back-to-back 
18/under Amateur Softball Association 
national championships. 

In women’s swimming — Allison 
Sides from Burke High School in 
Omaha. She is a nine-time Nebraska 
state champion. 

In wrestling — 158-pounder Sean 
Hanlon from Thornton, Colo., and 
heavyweight Tolly Thompson from 
Janesville, lowa. In addition to those 
two prep standouts, the Huskers signed 
two outstanding junior college wres- 
tlers — heavyweight Rulon Gardner 
from Ricks Junior College in Rexburg, 
Idaho, and 158-pounder Matt Lindland 
from Clackamas Community College 
in Oregon City, Ore. 

Finally, Huskers Illustrated would 
like to congratulate several Husker 
atheletes who were selected to partici- 
pate inthe 1991 U.S. Olympic Festival, 
held in Los Angeles in July: 


In men’s basketball — Eric 
Piatkowski. 
In women’s basketball — Karen 


Jennings and Meggan Yedsena. 
In volleyball — Janet Kruse, Eileen 
Shannon and Stephanie Thater. 


In men’s gymnastics — Dennis 
Harrsion. 
In men’s track and field — Rick 


Schwieger (decathlon) and Ken Waller 
(sprints). 

Special congratulations to Jennings 
and Kruse, who participated in their 
third U.S. Olympic Festival. 
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usker I-back George Achola 
vividly, and fondly, recalls the 
1990 Minnesota game. 

Nebraska scored with a fake bootleg 
counter sweep pass play on the first 
snap after Achola entered the Sept. 22 
contest early in the second quarter and 
following a Minnesota punt, the 
Huskers ran a fullback trap. Two plays 
and Achola had no contact. 

On his third snap, Achola, then a 
junior, carried on a 49 counter sweep 
and rambled a career-best 45 yards to 
the Gopher |-yard line. “I was happy, 
to say the least.” 

Achola finished the fall afternoon 
with a game-high 123 yards on 16 car- 
ries, including a 3-yard TD jaunt in the 
second period, as he and freshman De- 
rek Brown took charge in the absence 
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of regulars Leodis Flowers and Scott 
Baldwin. 

“That's what you want — that kind 
of success,” Achola says. “So you re- 
view that game over and over again in 
your mind.” 

For Achola, the Minnesota game 
represents the highlight of a college 
career marred by disappointment. 

His Nebraska statistics, entering his 
senior season in 199] read 39 attempts, 
250 yards, and three touchdowns. He 
gained nearly half of his career yardage 
during that one afternoon versus the 
Gophers. 

“That kind of told people I could 
play: I just never had an opportunity to 
prove myself.” Achola says. “There's a 
lot of guys like me on the team; they 
just have never gotten an opportunity. 


Graduated 
Senior 


Checks Exits 


Kenyan George Achola runs 
with a lot of heart. 


by Mike Babcock 


Everybody would like to play. As a 
competitor, that’s what you want to 
do.” 

Ability, or lack of it, has never been 
the problem for Achola. Circumstances 
have. He has experienced a bit of mis- 
fortune during his five years as a Husker. 

Achola chose to attend NU after 
recruiting trips to Colorado, lowa, Notre 
Dame, and Arizona State following a 
decorated high school career at Omaha 
Creighton Prep High School. A two- 
year all-state performer for Coach Tom 
Jaworski, Acholarushed for 2,348 yards 
and 31 touchdowns in 1985 and 1986as 
the Junior Jays compiled a 23-1 record 
and won back-to-back Class A 
(Nebraska's largest classification) state 
tiles. 

He got his first taste of bad luck 
during the summer prior to his college 
freshman year when he suffered a hip 
pointer participating in the 1987 Ne- 
braska Shrine Bowl. After starting the 
fall slowly, Achola recovered to lead 
the Husker freshmen in rushing with 
506 yards on a record 93 attempts with 
six touchdowns in five games. His top 
performance came against Waldorf 
Junior College, when he amassed 184 
yards, including a 71-yard TD. Achola 
also appeared in one varsity contest as 
a freshman, carrying the ball twice for 
4 yards. 

During his initial experience with 
spring football, Achola met future All- 
Big Eight linebacker LeRoy Etienne 
head-on in a second-day drill and be- 
came acquainted with varsity football. 
“T learned quick,” he says. 


A redshirt campaign fol- 
lowed for Achola his second 
year in Lincoln and he played 
the role of such big name 
running backs as Thurman 
Thomas of Oklahoma State 
and UCLA's Gaston Green 
while on the scout team. 

Achola’s sophomore sea- 
son ended before it began 
when he broke his leg during 
the last Friday scrimmage 
prior to the Huskers” opener 
against Northern Illinois. He 
was listed third on the I-back 
depth chart at the time of his 
injury, Which occurred as he 
planted to make a cut on a 
counter sweep play. Achola 
managed to return in time to carry once 
for 7 yards in the next-to-last game 
versus Kansas. He spent most of the fall 
just going to class and rehabilitating. “I 
guess | found out what life as a college 
student was like,” he says. 

Achola’s attitude toward football, 
and life in general, changed somewhat 
during his sophomore season. 

Football still means a great deal to 
Achola, but he has learned to investi- 
gate what he terms exits, or options to 
pursue once football for him ends. 

“I’m lucky enough to realize my life 
doesn’t evolve around the game,” 
Achola says. “Before, I identified my- 
self as a football player. | can’t let my 
identity evolve around the game. My 
whole philosophy of life has changed a 
lot since I got here.” 

Achola has graduated already from 
NU through the integrated studies pro- 
gram with majors in political science 
and economies. He will take graduate 
courses this fall and plans to eventually 
study law. 

To help him prepare for an exit, 
Achola spent six “very intense weeks” 
in Washington, D.C., this summer as 
one of four interns in Congressman 
Peter Hoagland’s office. While work- 
ing for Hoagland, who represents 
Nebraska's second congressional dis- 
trict, Achola spent considerable time 
researching constituent concerns and 
writing return letters. 

Achola learned much about current 
affairs, met a host of interesting people 
such as Mike Singletary of Chicago 
Bear fame and NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue, and developed a dislike for 
D.C.'s lifestyle. 

The experience in the nation’s capi- 
tal gave Achola insights on the law 
profession and he would like to work in 


Achola, racking up yardage during his best game as a Husker 
varsity performer (1990 against Minnesota). 


alaw office before attending law school. 
He wants to prepare himself for life 
after football. 

Achola looks up to 1990 co-Captain 
Pat Tyrance, an Academic All-Ameri- 
can and recipient of an NCCA post- 
graduate scholarship. 

“T look around Lincoln and see ex- 
football players just hanging out — no 
job, just hanging out,” Achola says. “I 
don’t want that to be me.” 

NU Running Backs and new Assis- 
tant Head Coach Frank Solich has de- 
veloped a respect for Achola’s attitude 
and sees a bright future for him. 

“He’s the kind of guy that will goon 
in life and be extremely successful,” 
Solich says. “George's response to ev- 
erything that has happened to him since 
he’s been here has been positive. He’s 
taken steps forward to overcome any- 
thing he’s needed to.” 

Achola naturally comes by his de- 
sire to succeed. He inherited it. 

The oldest of four sons born to Paul 
and Helen Achola. he lived in Kenya 
until the age of six when he moved to 
lowa City. where his father had a schol- 


arship to study at the University of 


lowa. The family moved to Omaha 
prior to George entering seventh grade, 
and after Paul got settled in after get- 
ting ajob in Kenya, the Acholas moved 
to back to their home country. Every- 
one except George. 

Achola remained in Omaha with the 
Michael Rose family, friends of Helen 
Achola, primarily because of his start 
on a solid education. If he had gone 
back to Kenya, he would have been 
ahead of his classmates educationally, 
but behind in language. 

Paul Achola, working at the Univer- 


sity of Kenytta, is helping the country 
develop aeducational system similar to 
U.S. public schools. He owns a Ph.D. 
degree, while Helen has two degrees. 

“My dad has built such a strong 
education base for us,” says George, 
who considers his presence in America 
a family mission. “If I succeed, the 
whole family succeeds and will all be 
better off for it.” 

Being away from his family was 
rough at first, but Achola always had a 
feeling it was best for him to stay in the 
United States. Achola visited his 
homeland about three years ago, while 
his mother and father came for a con- 
ference in the states a year and a half 
ago and visited their son. 

Although he considers his family a 
close one, with most relatives residing 
in the same block, he does not intend on 
moving back to Kenya. 

“My nationality is Kenyan, but I’m 
American for all practical purposes,” 
he says. “This is home to me. I’m very 
Americanized.” 

Athletics has helped Achola adjust 
to life away from family. 

Soccer dominated Achola’s life 
through the seventh grade and “I sull 
think it’s the most beautiful sport there 
is.” Eventually, he got into the football, 
basketball and track routine in Omaha. 

From the time he started playing 
football, Achola loved the sport. He 
credits his early soccer experience for 
helping him become a good football 
player. “There's no doubt, in soccer 
you develop early coordination you 
need for all sports.” 

He was on target to enroll at Omaha 
Central High Schoo! before just beat- 
ing the registration deadline and going 
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George Achola 


to Creighton Prep at the urgence of 


Rose. Achola was one of only three 
sophomores to make the Junior Jays’ 
varsity in 1984 before his career blos- 
somed the following fall. 

Now, as Achola enters his senior 
season at Nebraska, the opportunity 
may exist for him to once again enjoy 
the limelight. 

“He's a guy that had an excellent 


spring. The last two springs, 
back-to-back, have been very 
good,” Solich says. “Every time 
he performed last season in a 
game he performed real well. 
We feel highly about him.” 

Brown will head a list of strong 
candidates for the I-back posi- 
tion when fall camp opens. 

“George put himself in a posi- 
tion to challenge for that spot 
and be right there,” Solich says. 
“He really deserves a chance to 
show what he can do.” 

The status of senior Leodis 
Flowers, who missed several 
spring practices and the Spring 
Game, is uncertain, but Achola, Calvin 
Jones, and Baldwin, who experimented 
at the fullback position in the spring, 
leave the position strong. 

Continuous evaluation will take 
place in the fall because the candidates 
are closely ranked. “It will remain tight,” 
Solich says. 

Achola has always possessed good 
speed and now Solich says he’s be- 
come a more dangerous back with elu- 
sive running and cut making skills. 


The 5-foot-11, 195-pound Achola 
runs with a lot of heart, plays with 
injuries, and responds in tough situa- 
tions, according to his coach. 

“One thing that has always been 
constant with George is his toughness,” 
Solich says. “He’s always been a 
physical, hard-nosed type of back and 
he’s combined that now with the ability 
to go the distance on any given play.” 

Achola will greatly appreciate any 
opportunity to play he receives in the 
fall of 1991 and he plans to be ready 
when his call comes. 

He does not plan to change his 
workout habits in anticipation of addi- 
tional playing time and he’s not going 
to live or die based on the number of 
downs he plays. 

“You do your thing as well as you 
can in practice because sometimes you 
just never know,” Achola says. “If you 
practice like ‘I’m not going to play,’ 
it's going to show. You earn trust in 
Coach Solich and Coach Osborne. 

“That's just the mindset I’ve always 
tried to keep. I learned never get your 
hopes too high, never get your hopes 
too low. Go along on an even keel." 


rian Brown’s 
urn 


SENIOR DEFENSIVE TACKLE PATROLLED NEBRASKA HIGHWAYS 
THIS SUMMER AND CONTEMPLATED HIS CHANCES OF 
SHINING IN THE 1991 SEASON. 


rian Brown isn’t certain his fu- 
B ture is in law enforcement. But 

such a career looks pretty good 
to the senior defensive tackle after a 
summer internship with the Nebraska 
State Patrol, 

When Brown first decided on a 
criminal justice major, he thought he 
might end up working with troubled 
youths, as a probation officer maybe, 
or pursuing a job “at the federal level.” 

Since then, “I've reconsidered,” said 
Brown, who is giving more thought to 
a career in local law enforcement, 

The internship has influenced that 
reconsideration, “The people I’ve met 


by mike babcock 


are fun to work with,” Brown said. 

The people. That's sort of the reason 
he became a criminal justice major in 
the first place. Brown's interest began 
when he took Criminal Justice 101, 
taught by Dr. Chris Eskridge. 

“Dr. Eskridge liked to tell stories 
about what he used to do (in law en- 
forcement),” said Brown. And he was 
intrigued by those stories. 

Not to the exclusion of everything 
else, however. At one point early on, “I 
gotto wondering if the job market might 
not be better in something else,” Brown 
said. “So I changed my major to inter- 
national business.” 


Before long, he switched back to 
criminal justice. “After taking acouple 
of (business) classes, I realized that 
wasn't what I thought it would be. | 
don’t know if it's because I'm more 
enthused about criminal justice, or 
what.” 

Whatever the reason, Brown has 
settled in. And the summer internship 
has reinforced his belief that he’s made 
the right choice. Interning with the 
State Patrol wasn’t a matter of chance. 
The university office handling intern- 
ships “had a bunch of (law enforce- 
ment) agencies listed,” said Brown. He 
chose the State Patrol because Gregg 


Barrios, the Cornhusker place-kicker 
last season, had been an intern with the 
Patrol and “said good things about it. 
So I decided to give it a try.” 

Brown wasn’t disappointed, even 
though much of what he did was with 
the State Patrol’s Internal Affairs Divi- 
sion, working in an office, compiling 
statistical data on computers. He got to 
fly from Lincoln to North Platte, how- 
ever, with an officer assigned to con- 
duct an interview, and he was given an 
opportunity to ride an evening shitt 
with a trooper on the highway. He also 
saw how the Patrol conducts surveil- 
lance work. Brown participated in a 
Drug Enforcement Agency workshop 
involving a mock drug buy. He and 
another trooper “were bad guys who 
bought the drugs,” Brown said. 

Their connection, played by another 
trooper, met them at a fast food restau- 
rant. After the simulated buy, they 
“made stops at some apartments.’ Other 
troopers were assigned to follow their 
every move. After the stops, Brown 
and his partner were supposed to do 
everything they could to lose the troop- 
ers trailing them. 

Eventually, they succeeded. “I know 
a few back streets, and it’s tough (to 
follow someone) because of the city 
traffic,” said Brown. He and his accom- 
plice made their escape by taking ad- 
vantage of the latter. 

“We stopped in the middle of the 
street, and they had to go past us,” 
Brown said. “By the time they could 
turn around and start back, they were 
caught in traffic. It’s really hard to 
follow somebody that way. Officers go 
through a lot. It’s a tough job.” 

As with the rest of the internship, “it 
was interesting.” If the right opportu- 
nity were to arise, Brown could see 
himself doing something such as that. 
Only time will tell. 

“It might be a career possibility for 
me, and it might not,” he said. 

Brown's immediate concern is his 
final season at Nebraska, something 
else to which he gave serious attention 
over the summer. He’s never worked 
harder, he said. “A lot of people kid you 
about having senioritis. But I don’t 
know if that’s it or not,” said Brown, 
who doesn’t consider what he did much 
different than anyone else. “The whole 
team worked hard this summer.” 

The Cornhuskers still felt the sting 
of three losses in their final four games 
last season, capped by the humiliating, 
nationally televised defeats against 


Opposite: Brown 
makes a diving tackle 
in last year’s Missouri 

game. Right and 

lower: On patrol in 
the Nebraska State 
Patrol’s newest 
model, a 1992 
Camaro. 

Following page: Brian 
has been spending a 
lot of time at the 
computer on internal 
affair files. 


na 
Q 
2 


Huskers Illustrated 27 


Brian Brown 


Oklahoma and Georgia Tech. They’ re 
determined that this season will be 
different, according to Brown. 

“People have doubts about us,” he 
said. As a result, during the summer, 
“there was more dedication than I’ve 
seen here in a long time,” Brown said. 

He worked out in the mornings be- 
fore deciding to mow lawns as a means 
of supplementing his income. When he 
mowed lawns, Brown worked out in 
the evenings, after his four-hour intern 
shift. His motivation was more than 
senioritis. It was a determination to 
rehabilitate a knee injury suffered dur- 
ing the first Saturday scrimmage of 
spring practice. 

As so often happens, the injury ap- 
parently wasn’t the direct result of a 
serious collision. “I jumped off the 
pile after tackling Mickey (Joseph), 
turned to go back to the huddle, and the 
knee locked up,’ said Brown. ~The 
cartilage overturned on itself.” 

He underwent arthroscopic surgery 
for the first time and missed the re- 
mainder of spring drills. The whole 
thing was frustrating. “Going into the 
spring, I had high hopes,” Brown said. 
“What little experience I had was more 
than anybody else’s except Pat (Engel- 
bert). I just get to rolling, and then 
something happens.” 

Brown and Engelbert, the Corn- 
huskers’ senior middle guard, have been 
friends since playing in the Shrine Bowl 
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Brown’s 
immediate 
concern is his final 
season at 
Nebraska, 
something else to 
which he gave 
serious attention 
over the summer. 
He’s never 
worked harder. 


All-Star Football Game during the 
summer following their senior year in 
high school. This fall, they’re the only 
two-year lettermen in the defensive 
line. 

Brown is coming off a junior season 
about which he has mixed feeling. On 
one hand, he was second-string, which 
is to say he was a regular. That was 
good, On the other hand, he was sec- 
ond-string behind senior All-American 
Kenny Walker. And that wasn’t so good. 

“I felt good about where I was,” said 
Brown. “I knew Kenny needed to be in 
there as much as possible. You've got 


to put things in perspective, and we 
couldn’t have Kenny off the field.” 

Looking at his situation reasonably 
didn’t always help, though. “For some 
reason I didn’t feel that much a part of 
the team last season.” He played in 11 
of 12 games, but came away less satis- 
fied than he’d been after a sophomore 
season in which he played even more 
sparingly. 

Expectations might have had some- 
thing to do with it. Brown wasn’ton the 
three-deeps following spring practice 
during his redshirt year. His prospects 
of playing weren't good given the pres- 
ence of experienced tackles such as 
Kent Wells and Ray Valladao. Never- 
theless, he worked his way up the 
depth chart. “I don’t know if it was a 
fluke or not,” but all things considered, 
“it seemed like I played a lot. 

“Things were going well for me. 
Then I got caught up in everything, I 
think. When you’re that young, things 
happen to you. Physically, I was OK. 
But mentally, some things got to me.” 

A coach's criticism, for example, is 
magnified, and young players become 
tentative in what they do. 

Still, Brown is a survivor, and he’s 

experienced success. Being a regular 
defensive tackle in a perennially suc- 
cessful major college athletic program 
is a long way from Republican Valley 
High School, where Brown was a multi- 
sport athlete. Even though he lived ona 
farm some six miles outside of 
Indianola, Neb., he “was 
around sports constantly.” 
Brown was a four-year starter 
in football, and he was a good 
enough basketball player to 
consider attending a small col- 
lege where he could compete 
in both sports. But his ability 
to play football left him little 
choice when it came time to 
decide on a school. 
“I got caught up in what ev- 
erybody else expected of me,” 
said Brown, who grew up 
“...watching Big Red shows 
on television. Being from a 
small Nebraska community, 
everybody assumes you want 
to go to Nebraska and be a 
Cornhusker, I’ve got no re- 
grets about coming here. Buta 
lot of times, people just expect 
it. 1} don’t think it’s always fair 
to the (small-town) kids.” 
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Even though Brown missed the first 
two football games of his senior year 
in high school because of a shoulder 
injury, which sidelined him again dur- 
ing the basketball season, Nebraska 
offered him a scholarship. He made an 
oral commitment to the Cornhuskers 
before Christmas. Everyone agreed he 
had made the right choice. 

Four years later, “I still have people 
back home who doubt that I deserve to 
be here,” Brown said. “Maybe ['m 
being too critical of people, but they 
don’t seem to think I belong. You hear 
people talk. Everybody throws in their 
two cents worth. But they don’t have 
any idea what it takes.” 

Most of the scholarship players in 
Brown’s recruiting class have either 
completed their eligibility at Nebraska 
or will this fall. But a few have fallen 
by the wayside, either because of in- 
juries or because they’ ve become dis- 
couraged. “I was going through some 
freshman (team) photographs. It’s 
weird to see guys pass you by. It’s like, 
“[ remember him.’ And he’s not here 
anymore,” said Brown. 

Kylin Camp, a walk-on outside 
linebacker from Georgia, was among 
Brown’s friends as a freshman. He's 
among those who are gone. TO U C fa DOWN C LU B 

Even though he was small for an 
outside linebacker, Camp had the abil- 
ity to play at Nebraska, according to of 
Brown. “He just got caught up in ev- 
erything, I think. Kylin would have 
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been a good player if he had stuck 
around. But he went into the Army for 
a while and then back home to Geor- 
gia. The last time I talked to him, he 
was thinking about going to junior 
college.” 

The year Camp redshirted, Nebraska 
recruited outside linebackers Travis 
Hill and David White, both of whom 
could be starters this fall. With Hill 
and White coming into the program, “I 
think Kylin thought he was going to 
get lost in the shuffle again.” 

It’s easy for that to happen, as Brown 
learned last season. Occasionally, he 
felt lost in the shuffle. But he never got 
discouraged. “They always say with 
linemen at Nebraska, you've got to 
wait your turn,” said Brown, who’s 6- 
5 1/2 and 280 pounds. “Now it’s mine.” 

After he’s given football his best 
shot, he’ Il turn his attention to a career. 
Local law enforcement looks good. 
Maybe that'll be his calling. I 
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..and other hot topics 


Ithough spring football prac 

tice ended over two months 

ago, the ever-continuing 
work for Cornhusker football players 
has continued without pause. 

Yes, the helmets and shoulderpads 
have been temporarily stored and Me- 
morial Stadium sits quietly, anxiously 
awaiting its Huskers to take the field 
against Utah State on September 7. 
Although the stadium lays dormant, its 
summer inhabitants have been working 
in preparation for sell-out crowds and 
Big Eight autumnal encounters. 

“Throughout the summer, we have 
had about 80 students working out in 
our weight room,” said Strength and 
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Conditioning Coach Boyd Epley. 
Students? Don’t you mean players? 
“During the summer, we must cat- 

egorize football players as students,” 

Epley explained. “We can’t say that 

there are this many defensive linemen 

working out or that many linebackers 
hitting the weights. It's just the rules. 

We call everyone a student because 

that is exactly what they are. 

“We have two classes that occur 
during the summer,” Epley continued. 
“Class 122S is the first five weeks of 
the summer and Class 132S goes 
through the final five weeks of the 
summer.” 

Students in those two classes are 


by Kevin Henry 


broken into groups by size. not by po- 
sition. 

“The classes are set up so that they 
change as time goes on,” Epley said. 
“We begin by emphasizing the strength 
aspect of the game, and then add in 
speed and agility drills toward the end. 
Naturally the intensity of the drills will 
grow as the classes progress. This al- 
lows the players to peak close to the 
beginning of the season. The drills be- 
come very intense near the end and this 
prepares them for two-a-day drills and 
the August heat.” 

While most players and coaches at 
other universities tend to focus more on 
the strength and “bulking up” portion 


Under the watchful eye of Strength and Conditioning Coach Boyd 


Epley (above), Husker athletes li 


e defensive tackle Kevin 


Raemakers (opposite page) have worked out over the summer. 


of the training, Epley and his staff con- 
centrate on improving the overall per- 
formance of the athlete. It doesn’t help 
to have a defensive end that can bench 
390 pounds but runs a 5.3 in the 40. 

“The key to obtaining good speed is 
lifting,” Epley, who is in his 22nd sea- 
son as Nebraska's Strength and Condi- 
tioning mentor, said. “To improve 
speed, you have to become strong. Many 
people think that running long distances 
will help you become faster, but that’s 
not true. Football is a series of short 
bursts. You go hard for a few seconds 
and then you are able to rest in the 
huddle before the next burst. We con- 
centrate on those bursts instead of long- 
distance running and that makes our 
people faster. It gives you better agility 
and better speed. Taking out distance 
allows our athletes to become much 
bigger.” 

If you need proof that the system 
works, Epley points to last winter's 
testing period, Normally, Husker play- 
ers break 15 or 18 school records, but 
last winter saw 78 records fall in the 
categories of strength and agility. 

Although the coaching staff would 
like to see their players in the weight 
room all day, every day, it just isn’t 


possible. Many players either have jobs 
during the summer or are enrolled in 
other classes. To allow the maximum 
amount of players the opportunity to 
work out, Epley keeps the doors to the 
weight room open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

“Those 12-hour days do get long at 
times,” he said, “and there is a lot of 
pressure involved. Most of the athletes 
come in between 4:30 and 7:00 p.m., 
but it always changes. There are times 
when only one person is needed to 
supervise the group and there are times 
when 8-10 supervisors must be around.” 

While no awards are handed out 
during the summer, “Lifter ofthe Year” 
was bestowed upon junior-to-be Mike 
Anderson, a linebacker from Grand Is- 
land, Neb., in the spring. 

“The award is not based on how 
much that you lift, but on the feelings of 
the other players,” Epley said. “Each of 
the players vote on who they think has 
improved the most in the weight room 
and Mike won the award. He benches 
around 425 pounds. He edged out 
(cornerback) Curtis Cotton, who is 
probably the strongest player on the 
squad.” 

One of the few negative sides of 
Epley’s job is the specter of steroids 


that lurks over any high school, 
collegiate or professional 
weight room. Steroid usage has 
been brought to the front of the 
national media in recent months 
as the story of former Los An- 
geles Raiders’ superstar de- 
fender Lyle Alzado has shocked 
the nation. A man that was one 
of the best defensive linemen of 
his day now carries the alba- 
tross of inoperable brain cancer. 
Every sports media outlet from 
Sports Illustrated to ESPN has 
shown Alzado telling that he 
feels his abuse of steroids re- 
sulted in his tragic condition. 

Despite all of the bad public- 
ity that steroids receive, experts 
are quick to point out that they 
can also be helpful — if used 
properly. 

“A steroid is a substance that 
is artificially produced for 
medical purposes,” said Ken 
Kontor, Executive Director of 
the National Strength and 
Conditioning Association 
(NSCA), a firm that was founded by 
Epley and is headquartered in Lincoln. 
“Burn victims are given steroids to help 
with the growth of new tissue. Children 
are given growth hormones if they are 
not developing correctly. Asthmatic 
people can use steroids to help them 
breathe easier. You can’t call steroids 
good or bad. They can be helpful and 
they can be harmful if used in the wrong 
context.” 

Epley agrees. “Steroids are not all 
bad. They have a lot of positive pur- 
poses and shouldn't be continually 
hammered. The use of steroids isn’t as 
common in today’s college athletics as 
it is in high schools and health clubs 
across the country.” 

Although Alzado blames the use of 
steroids for his inoperable brain can- 
cer, leading scientists in the NSCA are 
disclaiming that notion. 

“There is no medical link between 
brain cancer and steroids,” Kontor said. 
“Steroids have been linked to benign 
liver tumors, but never brain cancer. If 
Mr. Alzado feels that they were the 
cause of his illness, that can be his 
opinion. But, at this point and time, 
there is nothing to back that up.” 

Steroid usage reared its ugly head in 
arecent Sports [lustrated story dealing 
with the Nebraska football program. 
Epley has very strong feelings about 
the matter. 

“Before 1983, there was no drug 


Huskers Illustrated 31 


Huskers Illustrated 


NN. DAM 1D 
2 00-860-4kR 
DAILY FOOTBALL PRACTICE REPORTS BEGIN AUGUST 15. 


SEASON kKICKS-OFF SEPTEMBER 7 WITH UTAH STATE 


INJURY REPORTS COME ON LINE AS THEY HAPPEN 


— SCOUTING THE OPPONENT — 


EACH MONDAY & FRIDAY BEFORE EVERY GAME 


i Oe) STAY V/| =a O11 O) NO) NEN 
WITHIN TWO HOURS OF EACH GAME 


RECRUITING REPORTS EVERY MONDAY 


BASKETBALL ACTION WEEKLY UNTIL SEASON BEGINS 


DON’T MISS A MINUTE OF HUSKER ACTION! 
CALL NOW! 


$2.00 For THE First MINUTE; $1.00 THEREAFTER. CHARGES WILL APPEAR ON YOUR MONTHLY TELEPHONE STATEMENT« 


Summer Conditioning 


Curtis Cotton, who Epley calls “probably the strongest player 
on the squad,” was edged out for “Lifter of the Year” 
by Mike Anderson. 


testing policy at Nebraska.” he said. 
“When we found out that there was a 
possibility of steroids, Coach Osborne 
didn’t hesitate in implementing a test- 
ing program. The problem has been 
eliminated here. We've been tested 
eight times by the NCAA and have 
never received a bad report. 

“Pin notconcerned about how Sports 
Illustrated wants to portray us,” he 
continued. “I’ve told the media that if] 


ever find that any member of my staff is 
recommending steroids for the wrong 
reasons, I will resign immediately. 
There is no issue there as far as | am 
concerned.” 

There is also no issue when it comes 
to the expanding field of strength and 
conditioning coaches and the role that 
they play in university athletic pro- 
grams. According to Kontor, athletic 
trainers first formed an organization in 
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Summer Conditioning 

1953. The 1970s saw strength coaches 
emerge in most collegiate athletic set- 
tings. And, as Kontor puts it, “Things 
just grew from there.” 

Did they ever! Consider that when 
Epley founded the NSCA in 1978 and 
the organization held its first meeting 
in July of the same year, only 75 people 
ventured to Lincoln for the convention. 
In July, NSCA boasted over 14,000 
members. Although it has expanded 
quite a bit, the NSCA has not forgotten 
its Original mission. 

“The organization’s purpose is to 


create a profession,” Kontor said. “Our 
goal is to educate conditioning profes- 
sionals to improve the performance of 
athletes and to prevent injuries. 

“NSCA makes a big contribution to 
collegiate athletics,” he continued. 
“Athletes receive specific care from 
the strength coaches and the coaches 
help the students live up to their poten- 
tial. That doesn’t just pertain to foot- 
ball. A skill coach helps an athlete 
swim, dribble or hit better.” 

Over a decade after its creation, 
Epley looks at the NSCA with a great 
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deal of pride. 

“The NSCA tries to provide educa- 
tional material to coaches around the 
nation,” Epley said. “If strength was a 
religion, then the material provided by 
the NSCA would be the Bible. It has 
also instituted a demanding test for 
anyone who wants to be a strength 
coach. If you can pass that, you earn the 
CSCS (Certified Strength and Condi- 
tioning Specialist) title. 

“There are now scientists in the field 
of strength and conditioning,” he con- 
tinued. “It used to be that they would 
only be interested in the aerobics aspect, 
but now they're looking into the strength 
field. Things have changed a lot. We 
are starting to bridge the gap between a 
practitioner in the field like myself and 
a scientist.” 

Although he has developed year- 
round strength programs for male and 
female athletes at Nebraska, Epley is 
quick to point out that the strict regi- 
men is not his idea alone. 

“What you see at Nebraska isn’t 
‘Epley’s Philosophy,’” he said. “It is 
the best way to train. Itis acomplicated 
process that has taken some years to put 
into motion.” 

That complicated process and all of 
the hard work behind it is evident every 
time that a Nebraska athlete steps on to 
the field, court, pool, mat or track. 
Every victory adds further testimony to 
the idea that “you only play as well as 
you prepare.” 

When September 7 arrives, the 
Cornhuskers will be ready to prove to 
their fans and to the nation that they are 
back — thanks to a lot of hard work in 
the summer. 


1991 Nebraska schedule 


with date changes and 
televised games 

Sept. 7 Utah State 

Sept. 14 Colorado State 

Sept. 21 Washington (ABC) 

Sept. 28 at Arizona State 

Oct, 12 at Oklahoma State 

Oct. 19 Kansas State 

Oct. 26 Missouri 

Nov. 2 at Colorado 

Nov. 9 at Kansas 

Nov. 16 lowa State 

Nov. 29 Oklahoma (ABC) 


Note: The Arizona State and Colorado 
games are also being considered for 
telecast by ESPN 
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begun. 


players. 


American Conference 
_ Eastern Division 
uffalo 

13-3, division champs in 1990 

The defending AFC champions can 
once again turn to Thurman Thomas 
for their offensive needs, Thomas led 
the AFC with 1,297 yards last season, 
making a clean sweep for the Okla- 
homa State Alumni Club (Barry Sand- 
ers led the NFC with 1,304). The situ- 
ation might repeat itself this year. Safety 
Dwight Drane (Oklahoma) will have a 
battle on his hands this year as will 
back-up linebacker Matt Monger (an- 
other OSU-ex), 

Miami 
12-4, 2nd place 

The winningest professional sports 
team since 1970 with a .676 winning 
percentage (210-100-2), the Dolphins 
were a surprise last season and are 
looking to add to that improvement in 
1991, While Dan Marino rightly gets a 
lion’s share of the credit for the Dol- 
phins’ success, it Was the running game 
that spurred Miami last year. Former 
lowa State guard Keith Sims combined 
with Richmond Webb as rookies last 
year to anchor the left side of the Dol- 
phin line. The Cyclones could provide 
the starter at right guard as well with 
fifth-round pick Gene Williams, De- 
fensive end Jeff Cross, a four-year vet- 
eran out of Missouri led the club with 
11.5 sacks, good enough to tie for fifth 
inthe league, Fullback Garrett Limbrick 
rushed five times for 14 yards as a 
reserve last year. Cornerback Pat Ray 
made the club as a free agent reserve 


Apes it might seem that Scott Norwood’s last-second 
field goal attempt just sailed wide to bring Super Bowl XXV to a 
thrilling finish, the march toward Super Bowl XXVI has already 


In training camps all over the country, thousands of players 
are toiling under a broiling sun, looking to earn one of the 
precious few roster spots. Some are veterans, hoping to gain just 
one more shot, Many more are rookies, taking their once-in-a- 
lifetime chance at moving up to the ultimate level for football 


Fans of Big Eight football have always had the pleasure of 
seeing some of the NEL’s brightest stars come through the 
conference. As the 1991 season begins to gear up, let's take a look 
around the league to see what former Big Eight stars are toiling 


and will be looking to do the same this 
year, 
Indianapolis 
7-9, third 

Veteran quarterback Rusty Hilger 
will join a trio of draftees from the 
conference in the Colts’ camp. Hilger, 
a six-year veteran, did not throw a pass 
last season and joined the Colts as a 
late-season back-up after injuries to 
Jack Trudeau and Mark Hermann. With 
Jeff George cemented into the starter’s 
role, Hilger will have to battle for a 
spot. Colorado teammates Mark Vander 
Poel and Dave McCloughan will be 
looking to battle their way on to the 
roster. McCloughan, acornerback, was 
the only DB taken by the Colts in the 
draft while Vander Poel was by far the 
highest draft pick among the offensive 
linemen. Missouritightend Tim Bruton, 
always highly thought of, will battle 
fellow rookie Kerry Cash from Texas 
and veteran Orson Mobley for the sec- 
ond tight end slot behind standout 
blocker Pat Beach. 

New York Jets 
6-10, fourth 

Veterans Erik McMillan (Missouri) 
and Brian Washington (Nebraska) were 
joined together in the Jets’ defensive 
backfield last season and became a for- 
midable duo. They should be even bet- 
ter in their second full season together. 
Linebacker Troy Johnson (Oklahoma) 
came to the Jets as a Plan B free agent 
and excelled enough on special teams 
to earn a& Starting spot at right line- 
backer when Joe Kelly was lost with an 
injury. Drafiees Blaise Bryant of lowa 
State and Tim James of Colorado will 


jsive line, a group that ranks as one of 


have a battle on their hands. 
New England 
1-15, fifth 

There is no shortage of game-break- 
ing ability at wide receiver for the Pa- 
triots with the likes of Hart Lee Dykes 
and Irving Fryar. Fryar had a career- 
high 54 receptions last season, but 
scored only four touchdowns. Dykes 
grabbed 34 passes and scored twice 
despite missing six games with an eye 
injury. Rookie Harry Colon of Mis- 
souri is one of a host of newcomers 
looking for a roster spot in the defen- 

re back cae - 

é i sion ___ 
Cincinnati 
9-7, division champs 

Former lowa State guard Bruce 

Reimers returns to the Bengal offen- 


the best in the business. Free safety 
Rickey Dixon is still bouncing back 
from injuries and looking forward to 
regaining a starting spot. Rick Turnbull 
of Missouri will be battling to return on 
the offensive line. Top pick Alfred 
Williams of Colorado has all the talent 
needed to move right in and make some 
noise. 
Houston 
9-7, second 

Where once among a host of Husk- 
ers playing in Houston, Dean Stein- 
kuhler now stands alone. He missed 
most of last season with an elbow in- 
jury that required surgery. In his ab- 
sence, former first-rounder David Wil- 
liams stepped in and played well. Now 
Steinkuhler will have to battle for his 
starting spot. Richard Johnson (Colo- 
rado) is acapable back-up in the Oilers’ 
Run-and-Shoot, but will have a host of 
contenders to deal with in camp. Tony 
Jordan (Kansas State) is coming off of 
an injury, but his blocking skills and 
speed make him a valuable Plan B 
pickup. Rookie Marcus Robertson of 
lowa State was the third of four defen- 
sive backs taken by the Oilers. 


Pittsburgh 
9-7, third 
Veteran guard Brian Blankenship 
overcame plenty of adversity early in 
his career (waived three times by two 
teams) to start a career-high 13 games 
last season for the Steelers. That said, 


he'll be in another battle for a spot this 


SPECIAL REPORT 


season. Free agent Tyreese Herds out of 9-7, third 

Kansas State was a Plan B signee. Tight Veteran cornerback Brian Davis 
end Adrian Cooper (Oklahoma) has the] started for several years, including a 
ability, but with potential superstar Eric] Super Bowl season, with the Redskins 
Green returning after his rookie year,! but was waived midway through 1990. 
all Cooper can shoot for is the second) He was signed by the Seahawks and 


Punter Tom Rouen of Colorado was 
not drafted and faces an uphill task of 
unseating Sean Landeta, one of the best 
in the league. John Washington (Okla- 
homa State) backs up on the defensive 
line, but he might feel heat from 


tight end spot. finished the year on injured reserve. | McGhee should the latter be used as a 
Cleveland He’l] be battling for a spot. Free safety | pass rusher on the line. Free agent Larry 
3-13, fourth Kevin Thompson (Oklahoma) was | Medice (Oklahoma) will make a run at 


_After picking up a Super Bowl ring] picked up on Plan B from Philadelphia 
with the Giants last season, former] after spending all season on injured 
Colorado running back Lee Rouson} reserve with a shoulder injury. Full- 
moved on to Cleveland via Plan B, and] back Cecil Wilson of Oklahoma State 
will back up at both halfback and full-] was signed as a free agent. 
back. : San Diego 
6-10, fourth 
os Angeles haiders Pro Bowler Leslie O’ Neal is coming 

12-4, division champs =—_—|_ off'a monster year that saw him record 
One of the largest Big Eight contin-| {3.5 sacks to raise his career total to 
gents is in the Raiders’ camp, where no} 42.5 in just 54 NFL games. Massive 
less than eight alums are looking for} Broderick Thompson (6-foot-5, 295) 
jobs. Roger Craig packed his bags and] from Kansas startedevery game in 1990, 
headed south to Los Angeles after a} but will have to hold off Plan B signee 
stellar career with San Francisco. With] Mark May to do the same this season. 
over 11,000 total yards to his credit,| Former Oklahoma linebacker Wayne 


the offensive line. 
Philadelphia 
10-6, second 

All-everything tight end Keith Jack- 
son has averaged 64.7 catches, 729 
yards and five touchdowns in his three 
professional seasons. After spotting the 
league two games while holding out, 
Jackson still finished with 50 catches 
and 670 yards, while his six TD catches 
led all NFC tight ends. Dick Chapura 
(Missouri) enters his fifth season as a 
valuable pass rusher. Otis Smith, an- 
other former Tiger, missed all of last 
season with injuries, but made enough 
of an impression in camp to be ticketed 


Craig will be counted on to team with] Dickson parlayed a solid season with | for big things. 
Marcus Allen and take up the slack] Orlando of the WLAF to eam an invi- Washington 
should Bo Jackson not return. Thomas] tation. Likewise former Missouri kicker 10-6, third 


Benson was a Plan B pickup in 1989 
and went on to have his best season. He 
was second on the club with 91 tackles. 
He should be solid again this year. Elvis 
Patterson (Kansas) was also a Plan B 


Tom Whelihan, who spent the summer 
in Frankfurt with the WLAF’s Galaxy. 
Colorado’s Eric Bieniemy returns to 
Southern California as a second-round 
draft pick. Former Husker LeAndre 


Alvin Walton (Kansas), “the tough- 
est guy we have on the field,” accord- 
ing to Redskins’ Backfield Coach 
Richie Pettibone, led Washington with 
143 tackles last season. 


pickup as a reserve and may stick as} Anderson was added as a free agent Dallas 

part of an aging group. Tim Rother] after the draft. 7-9, fourth 

(Nebraska) has been bounced between Denver Former first-rounder Danny Noonan 
the offensive and defensive lines 5-11, fifth finally found himself last season and, 


throughout his career. While he is tick- 
eted to stay on defense, his versatility 
may be his trump card on cut day. 
Cornerback Tahaun Lewis (ninth-round 
draft pick) may stick, but safety Derrick 
Crudup, a free agent signee, may have 
a battle with the addition of former 49er 
Ronnie Lott. A pair of Moores from 
Missouri (linebacker Tim and running 
back Sean) will have to battle a stacked 


deck. 
Kansas City 
11-5, second 

Former first-round pick Neil Smith 
chalked up 9.5 sacks last year and be- 
came a legitimate force on the outside. 
Linebacker Marc Munford (Nebraska) 
was a Plan B pickup from Denver and 
could join his former teammate (Smith), 
but he’]I have to battle to earn a spot on 
the deepest position on the team. Like- 
wise for Maurice Henry (Kansas State) 
and Ricky Shaw (Oklahoma State). 
Richard Bell made the Steelers as a 
12th-round pick last year and will have 
to work hard to make the Chiefs this 


year. 
Seattle 


Versatile receiver Steve Sewell has 
149 career receptions with the Broncos 
and figures to get even more work after 
signing a long-term deal. Linebacker 
Jeff Mills began the year with the 
Chargers but was waived late in the 
season and signed by the Broncos. He’ 
have a chance to start fresh and will 
welcome familiar faces Mike Croel and 
Kenny Walker to Denver. Croel is tick- 
eted for big things after being the fourth 
pick overall. For Walker to even make 
it to an NFL camp is as heart-warming 
astory as you’!l read in the sports page. 
Anything from here would be gravy. 
Wideout Curtis Mayfield from Okla- 
homa State will be looking for a chance 
to latch on to John Elway’s perfect 
spirals. 


Eastern Division 

ew York Giants 

13-3, division champs 
The World Champions are loaded at 
linebacker, but second-round pick 
Kanavis McGhee should have the tal- 
ent to make the club and then have the 
luxury to learn from some of the best. 


barring a protracted contract hassle, 
should be ready to continue the Cow- 
boy revival. Former Husker Keith Jones 
is coming off a knee injury, but could : 
catch on as a kick returner and back-up 
running back. Derrick Shepard (Okla- 
homa) held down the kick return chores 
last season, but is vulnerable. Ninth- 
round pick Damon Mays from Mis- 
souri could also break through at that 
spot. Safety Reggie Cooper (Nebraska) 
will have to go some to make the roster, 
but the talent is there. _ 
Phoenix 
5-11, fifth 

Dexter Manley (Oklahoma State) 
made a late-season appearance with the 
Cardinals and will be looking to regain 
some of his previous All-Pro form. Al- 
though he’s 32, he showed that he has stil] 
retained most of his formidable speed. 
Center Bill Lewis (Nebraska) was a key 
addition through Plan B last year. He an- 
chored the Cardinal line all year. Former 
Sooner Scott Evans was an cighth-round 
pick who has plenty of talent but will be in 
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Chicago 
11-5, first 
Dante Jones of Oklahoma moved in as 
Mike Singletary’s back-up and more of the 
same is On tap for this year. Linebacker 
Mickey Pruitt will battle to keep his spot. 
Safety David Tate (Colorado) has no wor- 
ries, but wide receiver Quintin Smith (Kan- 
sas) might be vulnerable. Defensive end 
Tom Backes (10th round, OU) might stick. 
Tampa Bay 
6-10, second 
Former first-rounder Broderick Thomas 
finally showed why he merited such high 
consideration by setting a club linebacker 
record with 7.5 sacks. He showed game- 
breaking abilities and, with similar im- 
provement, could become a star, With last 
year’s top pick (Keith McCants) slated to 
move to the front wall, Kevin Murphy 
(Oklahoma) should move into a starting 
spot at the other outside linebacker posi- 
tion, Veteran Jim Skow (Nebraska) was 
picked up during the year from the Bengals 
and played well. However, any drop off in 
his pass rushing skills, always a strong 
point, might spell trouble. Former Missouri 
lineman Carl Bax is in camp, but will have 
to fight for a spot on the offensive line. 
Detroit 
6-10, third 
Barry Sanders entered training camp on 
the sidelines looking fora new contract and 
his numbers make a tough argument. When 
he gets back (and of course, he will), he'll 
benefit from achange away from the straight 
Run-and-Shoot offense to one that should 
feature him. Aging veteran James Wilder 
(Missouri) will back him up once again. 
Nose tackle Lawrence Pete (Nebraska) and 
linebacker Dennis Gibson (lowa State) both 
battled injuries, but Lions coaches have 
high hopes for both. Jeff Campbell (Colo- 
rado) had an impressive rookie campaign, 
making a total of eight starts. Veteran LeRoy 
Irvin will look for one more season. Rookie 
free agent Darrell Wallace of Missouri will 
look to impress. 
Green Bay 
6-10, fourth 
Tight end Keith Neubert ranks as the 
only veteran conference alum in the Pack- 
ers camp after linebacker Mike Weddington 
was let go. Neubert, a former Husker bas- 
ketball forward, played with the Jets in 
1990 but sat out last year. Lineman Joe 
Garten (Colorado), linebacker Frank 
Blevins (Oklahoma) and wide receiver 
Linzy Collins (Missouri) all were grabbed 
in the draft and will get their shot. 
Minnesota 
6-10, fifth 
Veterans Leo Lewis (11 years out of 
Missouri) and Jimmy Williams (10 years 
out of Nebraska) may be on their last legs, 


but both will still have shots at making the 
club. Williams was waived by the Lions 
near the end of 1990, but was quickly 
snapped up by the Vikings. Safety Solomon 
Wilcots (Colorado) will be in the battle for 


playing time. Rookie Gerald Hudson of 


Oklahoma State may benefit from D.J. 
Dozier’s burgeoning career in baseball. 
Western Division 
an Francisco 
14-2, division champs 


With Roger Craig gone to the Raiders, 
Tom Rathman (Nebraska) will be faced 
with a new backfield mate. He led the club 
with seven rushing touchdowns last sea- 
son. Former KU quarterback Harry Sydney 
will once again back him up. Former OU 
star Spencer Tillman should maintain his 
spot as a back-up and special teams terror. 
Jamie Williams (NU) continued to show 
why he is one of the better blockers in the 
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in today! 
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Big Eight in the Pros 


league and sharpened his pass catching 
skills. LeRoy Etienne was cut by the 49ers 
at the end of training camp, but came back 
to play later in the year. He'll have to battle 
rookie Mitch Donahue for a spot this year. 
Linebacker Chris Washington (lowa State) 
will also be a factor after coming over as a 
Plan B player from Phoenix. Center Chuck 
Thomas should find a place on the line. 
New Orleans 
8-6, second 
Warhorse Stan Brock returns for an- 
other season as a fixture in the Saints’ 
offensive line. He started all 16 games last 
year, his | Ith since the Saints tabbed himas 
their first pick in the 1980 draft. Gerald 
Alphin (Kansas State) saw action in 11 
games last year, but Saints Coach Jim Mora 
was not pleased with his wideout produc- 
tion last year and a host of new faces may 
cost Alphin his roster spot. 
os Angeles Rams 
5-11, third 
The big news at the end of last season 
was the return of Marcus Dupree from a 
five-year hiatus from the gridiron. Even 
bigger news might be in the offing if Dupree 
continues to show improvement while in- 
cumbent starter Cleveland Gary continues 
tocough up the ball. Veteran Robert Delpino 
(Missouri) returns as a back-up fullback, 
but Head Coach John Robinson has gone 
on record with the promise of more playing 
time for Delpino. Punter Keith English 
(Colorado) will have to battle Dale Hatcher 
for the punting job. Linebacker Pat Tyrance 
(Nebraska) put his medical days on hold for 
a shot with the Rams. 
Atlanta 
5-11, fourth 
You can count on plenty of Big Eight 
talk in the Falcons’ camp with 11 former 
conference players heading into camp. 
Sooner veterans Tony Casillas, Rick Bryan 
and Scott Case should all be back for more 
mayhem in the Falcons’ “Black Wave" 
defense. However, Case may feel the charge 
of several speedy rookies. Jeff Donaldson 
(Colorado) is an eight-year veteran who 
also might feel Father Time catching up. 
Former Heisman Trophy winner Mike 
Rozier became “the best S100 we ever 
spent,” according to Head Coach Jerry 
Glanville. Rozier led the club in rushing 
and his hard-nosed style is just what 
Glanville covets. Five-year veteran punter 
Scott Fulhage (Kansas State) will be in a 
Sunflower State challenge with free agent 
kicker B.J. Lohsen of Kansas. First-round 
draft picks Bruce Pickens of Nebraska (third 
overall) and Mike Pritchard of Colorado 
(13th overall) will be counted on for some 
immediate contributions. Linebacker James 
Goode could also make some noise. Former 
Nebraska defensive lineman Joe Sims was 
drafted as an offensive lineman. 


em #HIOO] 


Husker promotional items 


item #HIOO1 --------------- $3.95 
deskclock 

item #HI002 (A or B) ---- $6.95 
1982 commemorative poster 
item #HIO03 --------------- $1.00 
sportswatch 

item #HI004 --------------- $4.95 


commemorative coins 
No. 1 1979 MVP Jarvis Redwine 
No. 2 National Champions 
No. 3 1980, Tom Osborne 
No. 4 Best Record in the ‘70s 
No. 5 Huskers ’81 Victory in Norman 
No. 6 1981 MVP Turner Gill 
No. 7 1981 MVP Turner Gill 


item #HIOO4 


Credit card orders call Subscription Services 1-918-496-7407, 
Monday - Friday 9:00 to 5:00. 
Or, send personal check or money order to: 
Huskers Illustrated Warehouse Sale, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501-9834 
Quantities are limited — Ready to ship immediately upon receipt of order. 


Discontinued 


are up for grabs 


even seasons after 
leading Nebraska's 
famed “Scoring Ex- 
plosion™ offense, Turner 
Gill has taken his knowl- 
edge of the game to Dallas 
and Southern Methodist 
University. He will serve as a graduate 
assistant coach this season and assist 
with the instruction of quarterbacks and 
receivers. Last season, Gill was a 
graduate assistant helping with the re- 
ceivers at Nebraska, 

“As a former quarterback, I have a 
good understanding of reading the sec- 
ondary and defensive fronts,” he said. 
“Being a quarterback will help me help 
my players with adjustments. [I’m glad 
to have this opportunity and I’m ready 
for it.” 

One of the reasons for Gill's depar- 
ture from the Lincoln campus is the 
new NCAA restriction on the number 
of on-field coaches that a team is al- 
lowed. Under former rules ateam could 
have 16, but that number has now been 
sliced to 13. Although the change will 
not go into effect until Aug. 1, 1992, 
Gill saw the writing on the wall. 

“It was hard for me to leave Ne- 
braska, but I had to do the things that 1 
knew would make me a better coach,” 
he said. “The new rules are going to 
make things tougher on new guys who 
want to coach football. Coaches will 
start to make more money, but there are 
going to be fewer jobs available.” 

A lot of things are different about 
Gill's new employer. For instance, the 
Mustang football program is still trying 
torecover from the NCAA’s death pen- 
alty imposed on the school in 1988. 
Wins don’t come easily for SMU. At 
Nebraska, a winning season is virtually 
guaranteed every year. 

“L want to be a part of the rebuilding 
process here,” Gill said from the Mus- 
tang football complex. “This is a good 
academic school and there are some 
quality athletes here. There aren’t the 
number of top athletes like there are at 
Nebraska, but we do have some. It's 


Final Goodbye 


Gill leaves Nebraska for perhaps the last 


going to take time for this pro- 
gram to become competitive 
again and I want to be a part of 
that process,” 

Part of that rebuilding process 
included the hiring of new Head 
Coach Tom Rossley. SMU 
must adapt to a new coach for the third 
time in as many years. 

“It's hard to Know whether a new 
coach will make the right kind of im- 
pact until two or three years have gone 
by,” Gill said. “It will be a time of 
adjustment for the players and the staff.” 

With the hiring of Rossley, SMU 
will employ the Run-and-Shoot offense 
this season much like their SWC cous- 
ins, the Houston Cougars. At Nebraska, 
the running game was the primary mode 
of moving the pigskin. 

“That will also be an interesting 
change,” he said. “I had some experi- 
ence with the Run-and-Shoot when | 
was in Montreal (playing for the CFL's 
Concordes in 1984-5, where Rossley 
was the receivers coach), so I'm not 
completely new to the system, 

“It will benefit me greatly to go from 
a system like Nebraska where the run 
was emphasized so much, to a program 
like SMU that will use the pass. This 
will help me broaden my horizons and 
gain more understanding of the game.” 

Gill’s understanding of the game as 
a Husker player is almost legendary. 
Asateam captain in 1983, Gill directed 
his squad to 401.7 rushing yards per 
game and 52 points per outing. He is 
currently fifth in career total yardage 
with 4,634 yards (1.317 of which came 
on the ground) and fifth in yardage for 
a season (2,047 in 1983). His name can 
also be found in the record book with 
the seventh- and eighth-highest offen- 
sive yards in a single game (293 against 
lowa State in 1983 and 29] at Penn 
State in 1982). Despite all of the great 
memories from the latter stages of his 
career, a 6-0 win over Missouri in 1981 
at Columbia is the game that first comes 
to Gill's mind, 

“That game was the stepping stone 


time. Our loss — SMUs gain. 


By Kevin Henry 


for me to become the quarterback that 
I was,” Gill remembered. “I was a 
sophomore and it was a tough game, 
but we came out on top. It gave myself 
and the entire team confidence.” 

Gill’s first game on the SMU side- 
lines will be on Sept. 7 at Arkansas, It 
will be the last time that the Mustangs 
and Razorbacks meet as SWC foes, as 
Arkansas will begin playing as a mem- 
ber of the SEC in 1992. 

“LT hope that all of this conference 
realignment will help college football,” 
he said. “If it will better the majority of 
institutions and the nation’s college 
football system, then I’m for it.” 

Gill’s opinion of the future of the 
SWC without Arkansas? 

“The league has struggled in the 
past,” he said. “There were some prob- 
lems here at SMU and some lean times 
throughout the conference, but I think 
that all of that is over. The SWC is a 
league that will have to be reckoned 
with in the future.” 

Gill’s move to Dallas brought him 
home, A native of Fort Worth, Gill, 
who was drafted by the New York Jets 
in the third round of the 1984 NFL 
supplemental draft and elected to the 
Nebraska Football Hall of Fame in 1989, 
is pleased about returning to Texas. 

“It really feels good to be back,” he 
said. “Il remember a lot of old friends 
that | have here and my family is here 
and that's always nice. It will also be 
good to get away from the cold and 
back to some warm weather.” 

With all of the recent changes in his 
life, what does Turner Gill see for him- 
self in the future? 

“My goal is to be a head coach at the 
collegiate level,” Gill explained. And 
what kind of offense would his team 
employ? The wide-open Run-and- 
Shoot or a more conservative style? 

“LT think that I would suit my offense to 
match the abilities of my players,” he said. “I 
would recruit certain types of players and 
then tailor the system around them. If your 
offense suits the type of athletes that you 
have, then it will work.” Hi 
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DEVANEY TO RETIRE IN 1993 


Bob Devaney, who led Nebraska to 
consecutive National Championships 
in 1970 and 1971, will retire from his 
current post as the university's 
Athletic Director on January 4, 1993. 
The announcement was made by the 
University of Nebraska Board of 
Regents at a meeting at the newly 
designated University of Nebraska- 
Kearney. A search for a replacement 
will begin in April, 1992. 

Although the announcement came 
as a shock to many, it was even more 
of a shock to the 76-year-old Devaney. 

“They never did discuss this with 
me at all,” Devaney said in the July 16 
edition of The Lincoln Journal-Star. 

The agreement provides for 
Devaney’s contract to be extended 
until Jan. 4, 1993. After that date, 
Devaney will become Athletic 
Director Emeritus and will be a 
consultant to the chancellor for 
development of intercollegiate 
athletics. The consultant’s position is 
Devaney’s for as long as he wishes to 
keep it, but it can be terminated with 
180 days notice by Devaney or the 
regents. 

Don Blank, chairman of the Board 
of Regents, said in a prepared state- 
ment, “No one appreciates Coach 
Devaney’s outstanding contributions 
more than the members of the Board 
of Regents.” Despite the sentiment, 
Devaney is confused about the 
circumstances surrounding the 
agreement. 

“If our programs had been going 
bad, | could understand it. If it was 
because of my age, okay. But that 
(age) should go along with the 
condition of the person. I feel good. I 
just don’t understand it.” Hi 
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Coach Osborne: 

It was a real surprise to learn that 
Nebraska is dropping the JV program 
because of the NCAA ruling reducing 
the size of the coaching staff. 

The JY program improved the qual- 
ity of football in Nebraska at the high 
school level. Every player thought there 
was a chance for him to make it at 
Nebraska after he graduated from high 
school. Look at the number of walkons 
that have helped the Huskers over the 
past several years. Now that supply of 
possible talent will be gone. Football 
has been such a big item in Nebraska at 
all levels and, though it might be slight, 
it could even have an economic impact 
on the state. What are your feelings on 
the subject? How will this NCAA de- 
cision shape the future of NU football? 
Bill Dexter 
Prairie Village, Kan. 


Bill: We are having to drop our JV 
program because of the new NCAA rule 
restricting the number of coaches effec- 
tive in August, 1992. The JV program 
did give us an opportunity to develop 
our young players and it was a chance 
for the walk\on players to establish 
themselves. 


AUTO GLASS 


We will continue to recruit walkons 
in the future, but will not be able to take 
as many without a JV program. As far as 
the future of Nebraska football, we will 
adapt to the new legislation that the 
NCAA has passed and work hard to 
maintain a quality winning program. 


Coach Osborne: 

Best of luck to you in the 1991 sea- 
son. What are your feelings on the cur- 
rent set-up for bowl games? Do you feel 
that a conference should be locked into 
going to a certain bowl? If there was 
only one nonconference game for each 
team plus the league schedule, would 
you favor a playoff system? Thanks. 
Dwayne Thomas 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Dwayne: | don’t feel that the current 
set-up for bowl games is all bad. Some of 
my concerns are that bowls are wanting 
commitments from teams earlier and 
earlier each year, and there are a great 
number of games on New Year's Day. 

Locking a conference into a certain 
bowl has its good and bad points. It is 
good in that the conference can plan on 
the bowl pay-out each year, but itis bad 
in that it may be impossible to determine 
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the national champion if the top two 
teams are locked into different bowls. 
I would favor a playoff system if it 
could be done without lengthening the 
season much more than it is now. 


Coach Osborne: 

I was astonished to see that our sec- 
ondary was completely stripped by 
graduation. It seems to me that there are 
alotof question marks on defense. Could 
you please tell me who are some of the 
players that you expect to be a force in 
the secondary? Is there anyone waiting 
in the wings that can dominate on the 
defensive line like Kenny Walker? 
Rick Johnson 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


Rick: We did graduate a lot of talent 
in the secondary, but I don’t believe we 
were completely stripped. We do return 
Tyrone Byrd, Tyrone Legette, Steve 
Carmer and Curtis Cotton, all of whom 
started or saw a good amount of playing 
time last season. 

We do have a number of holes to fill 
in the defense, but we believe we have 
some quality players to fill these holes. 
Kenny Walker was a very good player 
forus inthe defensive line. Some players 
who we think will be good defensive 
linemen for us are Kevin Raemakers, 
John Parrella, Brian Brown, Jamie 
Liewer, David Noonan and Bruce Moore. 


Coach Osborne: 

You don’t know how happy that I 
was to see the 199] schedule and to see 
that the Huskers are coming to Arizona 
State. My friends and I will be there 
rooting for our team. As you well know, 
Sun Devil Stadium has a grass surface. 
How does that affect your practice 
schedule the week before a game? Do 
you favor grass over turf? Thanks for 
your time and I'll see you in Tempe on 
Sept. 28. 

Jim Davidson 
Mesa, Ariz. 


Jim: Lam glad to hear that you will be at 
the Arizona State game cheering us on. 
We have several grass practice fields to 
practice on before the game at Sun Devil 
Stadium. We play most of our games on 
nu, but [don't favor one over the other 
when comparing grass and turf. We feel 
confident that we can play well on either 
surface. 

If you have a question for the Ne- 
braska football coaching staff, address 
it to South Stadium, P.O. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Neb., 68501. 
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Express Mail offers pickup service. 


_ Well pick up as many packages overnight service with low price starting at just $2.90. You see, 
u have, all for a single charge __ starting at just $9.95, as w _even when we pick up, we deliver. 


